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JESUS CHRIST 
What Catholics Believe and Profess 

 
 
Jesus’ Titles: 
 

 
Title 

Where it comes 
from 

 
What it means 

Jesus  

 

 

 

 

 

Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

Lord  

 

 

 

 

 

Son of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gabriel tells Mary:  “You are to conceive and bear a son, and you 
must name Him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son of 
the Most High.”  (Luke 1:31-32) 
 
Peter tells Jesus: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  
(Matthew 16:16) 
 
When Jesus appeared to him, Thomas responds: “My Lord and 
my God!”  (John 20:28) 
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The Articles of Our Creed 
 
What is a Creed? 
 
 
What is an article of a creed? 
 
 
What is so important about the Nicene Creed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2nd Article of the Nicene Creed:  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through Him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day  

in accordance with the Scriptures.   

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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Our Profession of Faith in Jesus Christ: 
 
 
Part of the Creed: 

What was the confusion 
or controversy? 

What the Creed 
declares: 

 
I believe in one  

Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten 
Son of God 

 
 

  

 
born of the Father 
before all ages.   
God from God,  
Light from Light, 
true God from true 
God,  
begotten not made,  
consubstantial with 
the Father; 

 

  

 
Through him all things 

were made. 
 
 

  

 
For us men and for our 
salvation 

He came down from 
heaven, and by the 
Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 

 
 

  

 
For our sake He was 
crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 

He suffered death 
and was buried, and 
rose again on the 
third day in 
accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
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He ascended into 
heaven 

and is seated at the 
right hand of the 
Father. 

 
 
 

  

 
He will come again in 
glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 

and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 
Why is it important to know the content of our faith? 

FAITH is a personal act—the free response of the human person to the initiative of 

God who reveals Himself.  But faith is not an isolated act.  No one can believe alone, 

just as no one can live alone.  You have not given yourself faith as you have not 

given yourself life.  The believer has received faith from others and should hand it on 

to others.  Our love for Jesus and for our neighbor impels us to speak to others about our 

faith.  Each believer is thus a link in the great chain of believers.  I cannot believe 

without being carried by the faith of others, and by my faith I help support others in the 

faith. 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph #166) 
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Who is Jesus? Catholic Doctrinal Statements 
 

 

• Jesus is God—the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, the Son of God, took 

on our humanity and was born of Mary (this is called the Incarnation).  The Son of 

God has always existed in the Holy Trinity—but at a moment in our human history, 

the Son of God became the human person Jesus (while remaining truly God). 

• Jesus is the Messiah—the one promised by God to bring to fulfillment the 

covenant He made with the Jews.  In Jesus, this new covenant is offered to all people.  

The title “Christ” (anointed one) is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word 

“Messiah.”  

• Jesus is Lord—He is King of the Universe, the one given power and authority to 

offer salvation to all people; it is Jesus who will return and judge all the nations, 

bringing all who believe in Him to His Father’s kingdom. 

• Jesus is Savior—By His sacrifice on the cross, He defeated sin and death and 

won our redemption.  By His Resurrection, His salvation can be offered to all 

people.  By receiving His Real Presence in the Eucharist, all who believe can eat of 

the fruit of His sacrifice and receive eternal life.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to animate 

the Body of Christ, the Church—so that we can speak and act in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

“At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.” (Philippians 2:1011) 

 

 

 

 

 

“In Jesus Christ,  

God took on a human face  

and became our friend and brother.” 
Pope Benedict XVI, 9/6/2006 

 
 
 
 

 
 


